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Immanuel. — Prophecy and Fulfillment [Isaiah 7 : 14-17 ; 8:8; 9 : 5-7 ; Matt. 
1 : 22].* These four passages constitute the biblical material relating to the 
name Immanuel. Taking them up in order (1) Isaiah 7 : 14-17. Isaiah before 
Ahaz, who declines hypocritically to tempt Jehovah by asking a sign, replies 
in mingled promise and warning, chiefly and primarily the latter. The pass- 
age has two perfectly symmetrical parts each consisting of two verses — 14, 15 
— 16, 17. The second part is explanatory of the first. The whole may be 
translated somewhat as follows : Though the young woman who now conceiv- 
eth, when she beareth [a son], may call his name Immanuel, curds and honey 
will he eat by the time when he knoweth enough to reject evil and choose 
good : for, before he knoweth enough to reject evil and choose good, the land, 
whose two kings thou loathest, will be deserted ; but Jehovah will bring upon 
thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's house, days such as have 
not come "etc. Note (a) ha^almah means "the young woman of marriage- 
able age" (indefinite use of the article) i. e., " young women" (the class), (b) 
" shall call," etc., should be " will call," i. e., when the temporary deliverance 
from Rezin comes, mothers will think that Jehovah has espoused their cause 
and so "will call" etc., *(c) " Immanuel," is a name which describes not the 
child but the condition of the land at the time when the name is given i. e. not 
" God with us," but " God is with us," (d) "sign " means " proof" and when 
the temporary deliverance came Ahaz would have a proof that the prophet 
spoke from God, (e) hence the whole idea is, when this respite comes mothers 
will think wrongly that Jehovah has taken sides with them, they will call their 
children born during that period " God is with us," but the outcome will prove 
that a worse fate is in store for the nation before such children have grown to 
years of understanding. (2) Isaiah 8 : 8. Here the phrase " O Immanuel " is 
mistakenly regarded by some as a prayer for the Deliverer's advent. Really 
it is a warning, as the context shows. The thought is of any child born dur- 
ing this period of respite the promise of whose birth is soon to be cruelly 
broken, when Judah, at the beginning of the child's life prosperous, is now, as 
it has grown, all but ruined by war. But v. 9 shows that the prophet does not 
despair ; a remnant will remain who will have the faith and the right to say 
" God is with us." (3) How this deliverance of the remnant is wrought, is 
told in 9 : 5-7 where the prophet bursts forth into the joyful proclamation of the 
birth of a child. The child in chs. 7 and 8 is not the same as this child. This 
child has not yet been born. The first Immanuel was the creation of a 
thoughtless and misguided people. This is a definite person, the ideal king, 
the Messiah. (4) Matthew 1 : 221 23, introduces some interesting questions, 
(a) it contains errors in translation, especially the grave one, of translating 
'atmah by a word which means strictly virgin, (b) the application in Matthew 
is to Jesus, while Isaiah refers to a child to be born in the near future, (c) the 

*By Professor H. G. Mitchell, in the Andover Review, April 1891, pp. 439-447. 
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Evangelist both misquoted and misapplied Isaiah's words, (d) yet he used the 
Septuagint, neglected to distinguish between fulfillment and coincidence as 
did all the Jews of his time, (e) therefore his application from this point of view 
was perfectly legitimate, but the birth of Jesus "fulfilled" it only in the 
Jewish sense. 

Rather startling to the ordinary reader ; for one of the " surest " of the predictions 
becomes by this treatment, to say the least, uncertain. The discussion is cautious, pains- 
taking, reverent, but not in every point convincing. 
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Sir Monier Williams whose recent work on " Buddhism " is an authority in 
its department is about to bring out a new edition of the older companion vol- 
ume on " Brahmanism and Hinduism." 

It is said that Prof. Sayce, who resigned his Deputy Professorship of Com- 
parative Philology last fall, is to have a chair of Assyriology created for him 
at Oxford. It is to stand for four years. The stipend, stated to be about $750, 
seems to us ridiculously small. Professor Sayce has always had a supreme 
interest in Assyrian studies and his acceptance is assured. 

Among other new appointments it may be mentioned that Prof. W. H. Ben- 
nett, fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, is appointed to the chair of 
Hebrew at New College, London. Prof, Edward L. Curtis, Ph. D., professor 
of Hebrew and the Old Testament in the McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, has been elected to a similar chair in the Divinity School of Yale 
University. Prof. Curtis is well known to readers of the Student as one of 
its constant and valued contributors. It is understood that he will accept the 
position thus dffered him. 

A Summer School which holds its first session the present year is, the Sum- 
mer School of Ethics. The precise place is not yet determined nor the time. 
It is expected to hold for six weeks begining in July. The subject which will 
most interest our readers is that of the History of Religions under the direction 
of Prof. Toy of Harvard University. Prof. Toy will offer a general course of 
eighteen lectures, extending through the six weeks, treating the history, aims, 
and method of the science of History of Religions, and illustrating its princi- 
ples by studies in the laws of religious progress, with examples drawn from 
the chief ancient religions. The provisional scheme for the special course is as 
follows : Buddhism, Prof. M. Bloomfield, Johns Hopkins University ; The 
Babylonian-Assyrian Religion, Prof. M. Jastrow, University of Pennsylvania ; 
Mazdaism (not yet provided for) ; Islam, Prof. G. F. Moore, Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary ; The Greek Religion (not yet provided for) ; The Old 
Norse Religion, Prof. G. L. Kittredge, Harvard University. It is hoped also 



